Tavespay, Surreupan 10, 1874.) : [ CONFIDENTIAL. 


SELECTIONS 


FROM THE 


VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS 
PUBLISHED IN tus PANJ AB, 


NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES, 


OUDH, AND CENTRAL PROVINCES, 


Received up to 29th August, 1Ss7y4. 


POLITICAL (DOMESTIC, 


The Téj-ul-Akhbdr of the 16th, August, in its local news 
columns, criticizes the order said .to have been issued by the 
city magistrate with regard to the pfpal trees of the Laélji Bagh 
in the city of Lucknow—=wiz., that the darogha of Nuzil 
should have them cut down and sell the wood by auction. 
It is a well known fact that jotpal trees are held sacred among 
the Hindés, especially if they are situated in or about a 
place of worship, as in the present instance; and both for 
this reason and because Government can derive no great 
profit from the sale of the wood, it ought not to sanction the 
measure in deference to the feelings of a large community of 
its subjects. The writer hopes the City Inspector will be 


deputed to inspect the spot, and to report.on the true state of — 
the case, 


The same paper notices the improper practices of the drha- 
tyds of corn-sellers (i.e, persons who weigh corn for them) 
in the grain-mart in Mahalla Rik&bganj (Lucknow). They 
Cxact six pies per rupee from the purchasers, and let loose 
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bullocks, buffaloes, and horses on the road, to the great in con- 
venience of the public. . Only recently a bearer’s wife was 


attacked by a buffalo belonging to one of the drhatyds and was 
much hurt. 


The editor wonders that the Municipal Committee should 
take no notice of such abuses. 


The same paper of the 18th August has been informed 
that the compound of a monument in Mahalla Goldganj ( Luck- 
now), which is inhabited by. some Kashmiri Musalmins, is 
kept in such a filthy state as to endanger the health of those 


living in the vicinity. The Municipal Committee should see 
to this. 


The Rozndmcha of the 19th August is glad to learn that 
‘Lord Northbrook, who has given repeated proofs of his sym- 
pathy and benevolence towards the natives of India ever since 
his arrival in the country as Viceroy and Governor -General, 
and whose name will ever be’ memorable in Indian history 
for the abolition of the income tax, is about to frame an Act 


for the more general employment of Hirdustanis on Indian 
railways. 


b 


The editor welcomes the measure inasmuch as it will open 
a fresh field for the employment of the numerous students of 
Government colleges and schools who are continually being 
thrown on the world, and will tend to remove the prevalent 
complaint regarding the ill-treatment now. suffered by the 
native public at the hands of railway employés. The writer 
reverts to a former article of his, in which he described 
the miserable state to which some young men of the present 
day are reduced after leaving our colleges and schools, owing 
to their inability to obtain employment, and their consequent 
tendency to lazy and mischievous habits. The writer hopes 


that the Act under consideration will considerably reduce this 
evil. | 


The Rohilkhand Akhbér of the same date, in an article con- 
tributed by a correspondent, dwells on the evil consequences 
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of decorating children with ornaménts, 2; subject 4o fr Q quen tly 
and strongly brought to notice, and wonders that Government 
should not prohibit by law this injurious practice, which is 
the cause of hundreds of children being murdered i in cold blood 


every year. 


In its local news columns the same paper invites the atten- 
tion of the Municipal Committee of Moradabad to the bad 
state of the roads of the city, which are almost impass able in 
the rainy season, and the defective arrangements connected- 
with the lighting of the streets. The street lamps burn so 
dimly as to be almost useless, while the lanes are totally unpro-.. 
vided with lights. - 


The Akhbdr-i- Alam of the 20th August remarks -on the 
desirability of publishing vernacular versions of the Annual: 
Administration Reports of the different local Governments 
and Administrations, and the benefits which will be derived 
from such translations. By means of these, both the officers 
of Government who do not know English and the public, who 
are now kept quite in the dark as to the working of the dif- 
ferent departments of administration under the Government, 
will derive much useful information. The Panj&b Govern- 
ment already publishes an Urdé version of its Annual Admi- 
nistration Report every year, and it would be well that its 
example were followed by other Governments. 


Apropos of this, the editor also points out the advantage of 
publishing a vernacular version of the Gazette of India. 


The seme paper takes exception to the announcement of the — 
Secretary of State, that Her Majesty’s Government will take 
No notice of any communication from any individual resident. 
in India which is not transmitted through the regular chan- 
nel. Itis quite possible, says the editor, that the local Gov- 
_ ernments will either suppress or detain long in their offices all: 
such communications containing complaints against themselves, 
in the event of their being forwarded. th rough them. 
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. The Koh-(-Nir made similar remark on this subject lately. 
It was observed that “ the: order if: question is as: impolitie 
and inconsistent with justice as.if ‘orders had: been ‘isstied by 
the Mighé! sovereigns of the ancient time to the governors 
of provinces subordinate to them, that'no complaint against 
them would be heeded, unless submitted through them: As 
it is, nore of thése sovereigns passed such an order, and cer- 
tainly with much good reason ; it being unwise for a ruler to 
leave the responsible duty of administering justice to his sub- 
jects entirely in the hands of his subotdinates. The Emperor 
Akbar retnarked in his Dastér-ul Amal "Ba Dtwdn mayanddy 
faryddi &:ki shdyad 2i Diwdn buwad dadi @ (intrust not the 
hearing of complaints of any of your subordinates to your 


Diwén; for it may be that these complaints may be against 
the Diw4én himself). : 


~ The-system of sending appeals of’ the nature above alluded 


to through the officer against whose decision the appeal is made 
is also open to abuse, on the score that the officer, unless he is 
a man of unusually good temper and liberal views, takes such an 
appeal as a personal insult to himself, and a direct slur on his 
judgment, and consequently, should he send the appeal on, he 
takes care to see that it is accompanied by a very severe review 
of the case. His arguments being clothed in strong language, 
are accepted the more readily, and the petitioner in that case 
is Hiable to be too easily deprived of the justice he is seeking. 


“The cele in question is a common topic of discussion 
among the natives, but is more specially felt by the chiefs and 
princes of Native States, who, the writer adds, have learnt to 
regard their success or ad versity as entirely dependent upon 
the kindness and assistance of their Political Agents. 


The Akhbdr-i-Alam of the 20th August wonders. that 
alm ost. every number of the Bengal Weekly Vernacular Press 
Reports should be full of complaints of the wrongs and:injustice | 
of officers of the different. cities ‘and towns in. the. Bengal 


— 
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Presidency: (European. as. well aq native), and. yot tho steps are 
taken for putting a stop to these complaints, although copies 
of the report are sent to the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
the Governor-General, and the Secretary of State. The editor 

thinks. Government should inflict severe and exémplary 
punishment on all such offisers, such. as may compel them to 

refrain from their improper practices, ana may serve a8 a 
warning to others inclined to follow in their steps. 


In its local news column the same paper mentions the 
prevalence of ague in the Meerut city. Several persons are 
said to have died of th is illness. Sie 

The Asdr-ul-Amsdr of the same date, in its local news 
columns, says that under orders from the authorities the | 
sa,ibdns in front of theshops and houses in the béz&rs of 
Lucknow city have recently been displaced by the police, not- 
withstanding. remonstrances on the part of the owners. This 
order has been passed by the Municipal Committee in order 
to save the sides of the roads from being cut off by the 
‘ed&ibdne. ) 


The editor pronounces the order to be injurious and un- 
wise. The damage done to the roads by the water falling 
from the sd,tbdns could easily be repaired at a trifling cost 
from the municipal funds; while the displacement of the 
8d4,tbdns will be the cause of the falling down of the verandahs, 
which have thereby been left unsheltered, besides giving a 
bad appearance to the shops and the houses, and consequent- 
ly to the bazars generally. 


The Chief Commissiéner is asked to see to this. 

The Agra Akhbdr of the same date thinks it strange that, 
while Government has thanked the most petty zamindér who 
has ‘rendered ang kind of aid to the sufferers from the Bengal 
famine, it should have omitted: to convey a-similar acknow- 
ledgment to the Mahéraja of Haura, who has made éxeellent 
arrangements at: a’ considerable cost for the relief of the 
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famine-stricken inhabitants of his State. Five lakhs worth of 
grain of different kinds has been purchased ;. upwards of 
lakh of rupees have already been spent in the construction of 
roads, tanks, and other relief works; large quantities of 
grain are daily distributed to the poor } and: cooked food is 
given at five or-six places. In this way some .400 or 500. 
persons are daily supported by the State.. All these relief 


operations have been in force in. the State since February 
last. 


A letter from a correspondent of the same paper remarks 
on the desirability of republishing the rules for the examina- 
tion of mukhtars, which were published in the North- Western 
Provinces Gazette, dated 26th June, 1 866, with the following 
amendments, for the information of the public :— 


(a.) The subjects in which candidates for mukhtarships 
of the Civil Court are to be examined should be distinguished 
from those for candidates for mukhtarships of the Criminal 
Court. At present candidates for mukht&rships of either 
Court have to learn the laws and regulations connected with ' 
both Courts, which is quite unnecessary. : 


(6.) No mention has been made in the rules of the fees to 
be paid by the candidates before they are admitted to exami- 
nation ; this omission should be supplied. 


Another correspondent of the same paper, writing from 
Et4wa, complains of the behaviour of the authorities of that 
district towards native gentlemen, as well as their subordi- 
nate officers. The treatment of theformer is characterized 
by a want of courtesy, while the latter are often insulted with- 
out the least regard to their rank and position. 


The correspondent also finds fault with the directions issued 
by the High Court to the officers of the-Courts subordinate to 
it, that the latter should award punishments to offenders 60. a8 
to prevent appeals to. that tribunal. 
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A third correspondent ofthe same paper complains of the 
mismanagement of the post-office at Jaipur, which appears 
to exist to such a degree that even registered parcels are not 
unfrequently stolen. A case of this kind is already pending, 
in which some of the servants of the post office were dismissed 
or suspended. 


The Aligarh Institute Gazette of the 21st August, has an 
article on assessors. The object is to show that the end for 
which these men are appointed, viz., to assist Judges in thé 
decision of serious criminal cases committed to the Sessions, is 
defeated, owing to the selection of unfit persons for the work, 
and to point out that the way in which the selection is made 
and the treatment shown to assessors are both objectionable. 
The Arst point has often been discussed in newspapers, and the 
editor therefore thinks it useless to say anything more on it 
than to urge the necessity of nominating none but native 
gentlemen of acknowledged ability and character who are 
well versed in law and procedure. 


_ With regard to the second point, the writer observes that 
the manner of selection of assessors in the North-Western 
Provinces is, that an order is issued by the Criminal Court . 
to the tahsildaér requiring him to select a certain number of 
persons for the office of assessor for a particular year ; 
in compliance with which order that official writes down 
the names of certain persons partly from his own memory 
and partly from the suggestions of others, and sends the list 
to the Court, which then issues parwanas to the nominees 
informing them of their appointment to the office of assessor 
‘and calling upon them to submit any objections they may 
have to the selection. All objections, however, are overruled 
by the tahsildar, to whom all inquiry into them is left, and who 
writes what he pleases in reply ; the fact being that the majority 
of the persons selected are often averse to have their names 
entered on the list of assessors. The reason is that under the 
« €xisting Arrangements assessors are hardly treated. They 
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are sttmmoned to Court by means of a writ just like cri iminals, 
and must present themselves on the appointed day and hour 
at any sacrifice; no pleas, however strong they may be, being 
held aa an excuse for their non-attendance. Whether neces. 
sity compels them to go to some place, or religious duties 
require their presence at home; whether they reside at a 
distance from the Court, or are sick and fail to furnish a 
medical certificate or other proof of their sickness, they must 
obey the summons and attend the Court at the time fixed, on 
pain of being punished with a fine, | 


Then, again, assessors receive no honour or respect, and 
are treated in a manner extremely inconsistent with the dig- 
nity of the Court and the rank and position they occupy in it. 
Not even is a waiting-room assigned for them in the Court, 
and they have consequently to rove about in the Court compound 
from ten in the morning till the time the Judge calls for 


them, and to undergo the same treatment day by day until 
the ca: © Is finally decided. 


The writer hopes Government will take sericus notice 
of all this, 


A letter from a correspondent of the Akhbdr-i- Anjuman-i- 
Panjdb of the same date complains of the inconvenience suffer- 
ed by the inhabitants of Jhelam, owing to the post-office 
being situated at a great distance from the city. Formerly 
it was about one mile from the city, but has recently been 
removed to the Postmaster’s bungalow, which is at a still 
greater distance. Worse still, the letter-box which was placed 
im the tahsil, which is near the city, a ‘year: and a half 


ago, has beet, abolished. - Postage stamps, t00, are seldom 
procurable, | 


The vithbhtion ef the Postal authorities is invited to all this, 
and they are asked to place letter-boxes in the different quarters 
of the as a8 is the case in other cities, and to ower such 
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other measures a8 may seem ‘necessary for removing the exist- 
ing irregularities. 


Under the heading ¢ Ghazipur,’ ’ the same paper says 8 that 
caterpillars of a peculiar kind have appeared in large quan- 
tities in the corn-fields there, which are doing niuch damage | 
to the judr and bajra crops. | 


‘The same paper and the Lauh-i-Malfise wonder that, while 
the thanks of Government have been conveyed to all the offi- 
cers of the YArkand expedition, according to the merits of 
the services of each, in a recent number of the Gacette of 
India Extraordinary, no mention should have been made in it 
of the valuable assistance rendered to the expedition by the 
Mabéraja of Kashmir and Jammu in its journey to and from 
Yérkand. : 

The Lawh-t-Mahfdz of the same date, under the heading 
‘‘ Peshiwar,” says that, in consequence of the heavy rain 
which fell at Peshd4war from 4th to 9th August, Mauza 
Chandi has been totally destroyed, a large number of the 
houses in the city have fallen down, and many persons killed; 
while Rs. 70,000 worth of wood belongin g to contractors has 
been swept. away from the river side. , 


The Koh-i-Nur of the 22nd August has a long article on 
the police, in which the writer describes their oppressions at 
some length, their cleverness in fabricating cases and bringing 
innocent persons into trouble, and other improper practices of 
which they have often been found guilty; and regrets that, 
notwithstandin g repeated complaints, Government should take. 
no steps for putting a stop to the abuses. The writer would 


suggest the adoption of the following plans:— 


(.) No person ‘should be employed in the police without 
an inquiry being made into his character and antecedents. 


(6.) Inquiries into criminal cases should be'conducted by 
me police in conjunction with respectable native gentlemen. 


A 
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ta) Police servants of an n inferior grade should not be 


entrusivd with the spr task of conducting investiga. 
tion in a case. ae 


(a) The pay of me constables should be increased, 


Tn its correspondence colamns the same paper notices the 
—_oe complaints : — 


' ‘Ludhidéna.— Many of the lanes of the city remain extreme- 
ly dirty and lepers are allowed wander about the streets, 


-Sulleaadien. —The Jud ge of the Small Cine Court attends 
the Court at 9 a. M., and leaves at 3 p. M., although the Court 
hours at this season are from 7 A. M..to 12 a.m. In. conse- 


quence of this litigants as well as the amlah are pat to om 
inconvenience. 


The Rifth-i-’ 4m of the [24th August atten has in} dacs 
done to the public service, and the inconvenience and ‘loss 
Buffered by litigants, in consequence ‘of : officers of Courts, 
such as Commissioners, Judicial-Commissioners, &., migrat- 


dng to the hills in the hot weather, and calls aa Govern- 
ment to prohibit the practice. - — . : 


The Inglis Gazette of the same in: ‘in its Jocal news 

columns, notices the inconvenience suffered by- travellers in 
., Moradabad city, owing to the bad arrangements connected with 
_ privies. They are-not-allowed by police constables to use the 
_ brick-kilns, &c., outside the city for necessary purposes ; while 
the public latrines are kept i in sueh a fil thy condition that no 
person can use them without fear of injuring his health. The 


attention of Government as well as the Municipal Committee 
should be directed to this. 


_. The Oudh Akhbdr of the 25th tia notices an . impor- 
tant case which has recen tly ‘been brought up against a very 
respectable native gentleman of Moradabad (Sabi Shém 

Bundar-Das), It is: observed. that ‘the Sahu’s independent 

way of ‘thinking Iéd the police to cherish’ ill-will towards 

him, and that the case in question is solely the result of @ 
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grudge. It is quite unreasonable to suppose that a charge of 
furious driving could be established against one who has for a 
long time been a Municipal Commissioner of the city, and that 
a respectable gentleman of the Sahu’s position, who belongs to 
an old renowned family, could have had recourse to perjury to 
disprove a trivial charge. The case has been transferred to 
Bareilly for trial, and the Criminal Court at Moradabad has 
given no opportunity to the Sahu for obtaining exemption 
fromthe charge, soot hes 

The editor remarks that the Saht’ i’s : cane deserves the 
favourable consideration of Government, and that, even if 


anything is proved against him, Government should over- 
look his fault. 


A letter from a coctemndent. of the same paper of the 
28th August says that, while other districts of Bengal are 
emerging from the distress of famine, Murshidabad is still 
under its scourge. Rain. has been very scanty there, and 
consequently the prospects of the crops are very bad. | 


“COMMERCIAL. 
 (Railways.) 

The Hindé Prakésh of the 21st August invites the atten- 
tion of the Consulting Engineer, Panjéb Railways, to the 
following grievances, which came under the editor’s personal 
observation in his journey by rail from Amritsar to Montgo- 
mery recently :— 

(a.) At the Raiwind station, which is situated between 
Lahore and:Montgomery, no servant is employed for supply- 
ing-the passengers with water, in consequence of which the 
latter suffer great ingonvenience. The writer saw a woman 

-with .a child: in her. arms. crying in vain for water at the 


~~ °€6.) At the Lahore station a-European of inferior rank, 

who was perhaps a. ticket-examiner, was. seen driving away 
“respectable native gentlemen.from . the platform at the time 
passengers take their seats in.their carriages. | 
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(ce) While even Kirants are supplied with water in 3 
clean glass vessel, Musalmans, however respectable they 


may be, get it in a dirty vessel. Such partial treatment is 
extremely offensive to Hindustanis. | 


In another article the same paper prefers the following 
further complaints connected with the Panj4b Railway :~ 


(a.) While at every cantonment railway-station the train 
stays at least 15 minutes for the benefit of Europeans, it does 


not stay more than 9 minutes at city railway-stations, sadr 
stations being of course exceptions. 


(6.) The time-table which is published in English, Urdu, 
and Hindi does not contain details of fares. 


A correspondent of the Rohilkhand Akhbdr of the 29nd 


August invites attention to the following grievances at the 
Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway :— 


(1.) At the Aligarh railway-station passengers are not al- 
lowed by railway peons to put up in the waiting-room at- 
tached to the station at night, although it is built express- 
ly for their accommodation, and although, unlike other cities, 
there is no sarai at the station. The writer recently saw 
passengers roughly turned out of the room by a railway peon, 
while it was raining, at about 10 o’clock at night, and would 


hhave himself shared the same fate, had not a railway babi 
come in time and interfered. 


(2.) The third class carriages of the train which runs 
‘between Aligarh and Lucknow and between Chandausi and 


Moradabad are not lighted at night, to the great inconvenience 
of passengers. - 


(3.) Great difficulty is experienced by passengers in get- 
ting their luggage weighed at the Aligarh station. A pas- 
senger of the Moradabad train, whose attendance was neces 
sary at a Court at Meerut on the 21st August, was detained 


at the station till the following day in consequence of his lug- 
gage not being. weighed in time, 
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(4.) Christians often use the Jatrine set apart for Hindu- 
stan{ women, on account of. which the latter rarely use it 


themselves. 7 
EDUCATIONAL. ie oe 


The A ligark Institute Gazette of the 21st August publishes 
alist of the subscriptions raised by Saiyid Ahmad Khan, © 
C, 8. 1., at Azimgarh, at. the meeting held by him there for 
the purpose on the 11th July last. The total amount collect- 
ed was Rs. 1,885. 


The Oudh Akhbdér of the 25th August thinks it extremely | 
unjust that, while Government grant special indulgences to 
editors of English newspapers, and exalts them to high offices 
in the public service, it should confer no such favours on the 
editors of vernacular newspapers. 

MISCELLANEOUS, 

The Hindé Prakdsh of the 21st August is glad to observe 
that at the meeting of the committee appointed by Govern- 
ment for the management and reform of the affairs connected — 
with the shrine of Darbar Sahib at Amritsar, whi ch was held 


were raised at the instance of R&i Amol Singh. This. te 
together with the subscriptions which, it is hoped, will be 
forthcoming from the Méhérdjas, Réjas, and other gentlemen 
of the Panjab, will be invested so as to bring a handsome 
interest, which will be spent in giving alms to poor and . 
a persons who come from remote places to pay a visit 
to the shrine. Radja Harvansh Singh nee the list with a 
subscription of Rs. 5,000. - 
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